
Before we place the actual content that Think! has to offer, we wish to satiate the
curiosity, with respect to our purpose, of any individual who has set their eyes
upon the page. In doing so we would have provided you with a glimpse of
Think!'s objective - quenching your thirst for knowledge while also enhancing
your appetite for it. Built upon the ancient Greek Philosopher Socrates' method of
teaching, Think! poses views, ideas, and questions so as to prompt you to
contemplate on their answers and rebuttals. As Socrates himself held the belief, to
teach a person is not to feed them with information but to let them arrive at that
information through questioning of their own views. With this belief in mind we
wish for you to tap into your own psyche with Think!'s aid. Most important, our
aim here is to go beyond the conventional academic knowledge that forms the
everyday nature of our lives as students and create an environment fit for thought
provoking discourses involving abstract ideas, intertwining disciplines and even
general inquiries. We ask anyone who shares this dream of ours to play their part
as readers and writers so this initiative receives the opportunity to bloom into
something greater.
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What is science without curious brains? What is science when it runs out of questions
to answer? Science, according to me, is theoretical and practical, some may even say
logical. However, to what end does logic go? Science is fact, it is descriptive and says
what is rather than what should be. 
Philosophy, on the other hand, is pure thought.
We may believe there is a large gap in between to bridge but a lot of modern science
was rooted in philosophy. Philosophy is wonder. It poses questions that it itself cannot
answer, that’s where science steps in and turns heroic. Philosophy is the question and
science is the answer. Some people may believe that philosophy is useless and
unnecessary as compared to science. But let us not forget, there are no answers
without any questions. There is no science without philosophy.
Thales, Plato, Aristotle, Socrates et cetera did not think, they wondered. They let their
curiosities take them on phenomenal journeys into the humongous heart of the cosmos
where our deepest secrets lie. 
Aristotle came to the conclusion that the heavens, including the sun, moon and the
five planets known at the time, Saturn, Jupiter, Venus, Mercury and Mars, moved
around the Earth while we stand at the center of the universe at the center of creation
itself. Aristotle thought that the Earth does not move because if it did, we would feel it
move. Centuries later, we came to the conclusion that the Earth is actually moving
over 300 kilometers per second and the reason we don’t feel it move at such dastardly
speeds is that the Earth is simply too big. Now, what if Aristotle had not thought about
this, would we be able to prove it wrong and drop to a completely new and incredible
conclusion that we roam around the flaming sun with our other celestial best friends
through the empty vacuum of space. If everyone had just believed this then no one
would want to look through a telescope and throw our eyes at the cosmos.
This philosophy got us to where we needed to be rather than where we wanted to be. It
is not until we think, we wonder and we ponder that we can ask anything. Science has
two organs, to question and to solve and it is philosophy- the art of thought, that
bridges this gap. 

Crossroads!

The Intersection of Science and Philosophy
Bridging the gap between Science and Philosophy
                                         -Nandini Vinzoda, Class VIII-H

Say to me oh messiah! what is the true nature of the Univ'rse? doth all's affect all's? is ev'rything
yond I studyeth int'rconnetct'd? 

"Yes mine son! The Univ'rse is yet a huge maze where one door marshal'st  on to another,
leading onto the holy Father himself!"



The pandemic has ensued the heaviest penalty of all upon innocent human life. Infants
who've had not a chance in this world yet heave heavy and dwindling breaths. You as a
doctor have to ration oxygen cylinders to patients, the majority of which are the elderly.
Should you let it be first come first serve or should you prioritize children? What should

one do when morality and reason do not see eye to eye? 
 

We attempt to “answer” this question using the Socratic Method. “All I know is that I know
nothing”, Socrates believed in questioning the question, testing whether his disciples

understand their question themselves. He wanted them to arrive at their own conclusion
by understanding the question’s intricacies. 

 
A Dialogue between Socrates and his Disciple

 
Socrates: If morality and reason concord in most of the decisions made, because very often what

is not rational is also immoral, then what is the difference between the two?
 

 Disciple: One can say that reason is a logical and mathematical approach to a problem while
morality takes emotions and our perception of justice into account. A hunter who accidentally shot

one of his mates will still be castigated adequately. While it does not make sense to punish a
regretted mistake, it provides justice to the victim’s family. Morality is what cannot be logically

and scientifically justified. It is what the heart simply accepts. 
Youngsters can indeed contribute more to society and have far more years to spend, but isn’t our
intuition, our emotions, and our sense of doing the right thing just as valuable? Though it cannot
be quantified, morality is the social fabric upon which society stands, the disintegration of which

will lead to assured disaster.
 

Socrates: Still, this further begs the question, who are we to decide anyway? Who are we to
decide who lives and who dies?  

 
Disciple: Morality also says, cause as little pain as possible.’ Families with time, recover from the
loss of their elderly but scars made by the death of a young person scarcely ever heal. Moreover,

children have unlimited potential whereas the potential of the aged is already exhausted.
 

 Socrates: Yet, we are what we are today because of the kindnesses and sacrifices of the ageing
whom we are planning to forsake. These people have exhausted their potential because they’ve
given the world all that they could. Don’t we owe them a final token of gratitude and respect?

 
 Disciple: Alas! Every time we try to choose reason there is something that pulls us back.

Something undefinable – an inexplicable sense of moral duty. But we can’t choose reason either,
can we? Not when all our rationale disagrees. 

 
It is this stalemate that has kept philosophers and common folk alike pondering over the right

answer - perhaps because there isn’t any. 
 

Perplexus!



Preet Patel, Class XII-B

Pavan Singh, Class XII-D

Goodreads! 
"Think! before you speak, read before you Think!" 

“The Alchemy Of Finance” is a well written text focusing on the concept of Reflexivity,
which states how social science of individuals collectively influences the economies of
the world. We humans can never preserve reality ,therefore our actions are always biased
in one way or another. As a result we might take actions that causes our subjective reality
to divert from the objective reality. Without being aware of it, ‘Reality is what we
presume it to be’.

The Alchemy of Finance 
                                                               - George Soros

“What makes the book stand apart from other finance books is that, all the concepts connect to the real
incident i.e Bank of England was forced to admit defeat against George Soros in 1991-92 where he earned
$1 billion from this single trade of short selling their currency pound sterling. His influence was so
contagious that it created a reflexive effect (feedback loop) that transformed into a high level of reflection
point that caused the sterling pound to decimate in value and Britain bearing a loss of £3.3 billion euro.
The book being as controversial as it’s author can be a tricky read for people with low knowledge about
finance and its vocabulary.The principles are universal but their application was only possible because of
the above factors present and many more unnoticed factors that were in the Soros and Bank of England
Saga.
It’s a finance comprehension with many personal insights into the author and his style of work making it a
good read for students interested in the workings of stock and forex markets

This play, masterfully crafted by Anton Chekhov left a lasting impression on my mind,
compelling me to think about my life- the past, the present and the future.
 It is set in 1896 in a rural Russian landscape. It talks about the tribulations and
struggles of our characters whose conversations and subsequent actions bring about the
feelings, confessions and rage that has been bottled up inside them for years.

What I loved about the play was its bleak and pessimistic outlook, portraying how unfulfilled ambitions
and wishes can consume one with agony, pain and the hollow feeling of loss. The characters, penned
brilliantly by Chekhov, are a sombre amalgamation of desires, lust, resentment and pride, with a hint of
kindness from one or two characters. The play intricately explores the theme of 'A Wasted Life’. It shows
how all characters regret their past decisions and ‘what could have been' had they made different, bolder
choices. Chekhov also brilliantly paints a grey picture of everyone, projecting motifs related to love, loss,
consequential lethargy and futility via the characters. Chekhov presented a commanding quasi-climax,
where a character attempts to shoot another and this scene truly made me ponder over the effects of pent-
up bitterness and its culmination. But what effectively tugged at my heartstrings was the beautiful
monologue of Sonya, which talked about the complexities of life and our responsibilities, making me
utterly dejected, albeit at the same time, a little hopeful.
 Summing it all up, I wholeheartedly recommend this to everyone, as its magnetic sensibility & gorgeous
dialogues will make you think; truly think!

Uncle Vanya 
                                     - Anton Chekhov



Aristotle-"Philosophy begins with wonder!" 
Musings!

You are visiting an ancient Buddhist Temple, where silence is mandatory. You know that, there
is a heavy fine or charge on breaking this norm. Suddenly, you see a teen with an airbrush in
hand, preparing to make graffiti on the walls. What do you do? Do you allow to let the child to
spoil it, or you stop the child at personal risk?
                                                                                                  -Hemish Thanki, Class X-G

A friend that you have developed a bond with over the years has become your most intimate
friend and best ally. You both have a precious level of trust and respect for each other. One
day, you learn from him in conversation that he holds political views that you are firmly
against. How do you deal with this sudden development? Do you cut them out of your life, or
try to discuss their opinion in the unsure hopes to find a common ground?
                                                                                                      -Ishaan Ganguly,Class X-D

It is intriguing and bland at the same moment to think about the infinite possibilities that our
future can be bestowed upon. When it is affected by our environmental surroundings and
intimidation, it leads to the production of insipidity. A person discovers a new future path (that
isn’t discovered or is used less) but fears the risks that it holds and ergo, uses the same path
that was used before. The other person discovers a new path and also uses it, yet, she/he is
unsuccessful.  How can we deal with the ambiguity that our future beholds?                                            

Questioning is the first step of learning, the limits of which exceed far beyond
our regular theoretical material. 

Here are some seemingly obscure enquiries of various students regarding the
abstract, encouraging you to dig deeper in the quest for the answers. Reflect

upon them without any constraint for your responses are not bound to the
alienated perspectives of right and wrong. Apply the Socratic Method and

question yourself till you reach an answer without contradictions, only then
will you have found true wisdom. Until then, O' humble Seeker,

Happy Musing!
                                 

Anne, a girl who claimed to remember her previous life. Back in her childhood, she used to
tell her parents about her royal family of which she was a part. To her parent's bewilderment
she could mention every little detail of her last birth. Later, her parents realised that the girl's
idiocy was actually true. The soul is immortal. Do you think this was an evident case of
reincarnation or simply a coincidence?                                                                                                      

-Varun Punjabi, Class XII-B

-Kavya Pillai, Class X-H



A Symbol of Thought...And Think!

Plato- Socrates's Favourite Disciple

The Thinker is a bronze sculpture by Auguste Rodin, usually placed on a
stone pedestal. The work depicts a male figure of heroic size sitting on a
rock. He is seen leaning over, his right elbow placed on his left thigh,
holding the weight of his chin on the back of his right hand. The pose is of
deep thought and contemplation and represents the creative mind at work.
This is why, even though the figure is seated, he is not at rest.

Plato was a Greek philosopher born in Athens during the Classical period
in Ancient Greece. He founded the Platonist school of thought and the
Academy, the first institution of higher learning on the European
continent.
Along with his teacher, Socrates, and his student, Aristotle, Plato is a
central figure in the history of Ancient Greek philosophy and the Western
and Middle Eastern philosophies descended from it.

Substratum!
Swami Vivekanada-"First, believe in the world- that there is meaning

behind everything."

Plato-"Thinking is the
talking of the soul with

itself."

Is it wrong that I am a different person with one person and a completely different one with
another? Is it weird that for some I am bold and rude and for others shy and polite? Why do
we humans have different personalities with different people? Does it depend on the bonding
that we share with a person or merely on the fact that we adjust ourselves in order to make
ourselves more likeable? Is it a choice or a habit?
                                                                                                 -Meera Merchant, Class X-D

It is the time of the World War. An American prisoner of war is washed ashore in a dying
state and is found at the doorstep of a Japanese doctor. Should he save him as a doctor or
hand him over to the Army as a patriot?
                                                         -Excerpt from the Class 12 English Text-Book, 'Vistas'

 From the Editors-
Thank you for reading Think!'s second edition. As stated in our objective earlier, through Think!, we
wish to inculcate in our readers a multi-disciplinary approach to life and create a culture of looking

beyond our regular academic textbooks. Through Think! we wish to introduce you to great minds from
around the world and help you discover the joys of seeking wisdom. Looking forward to meeting you

through the next edition!
"If we are related, we have, through these pages, met."
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